
MARY MACKILLOP LIFEBOAT CONFERENCE 
 

Statement of Support for Survivors of Abuse 
 
In May 2016 both the National and Victorian State Councils passed the following resolution. 
 
“The St Vincent de Paul Society, as a lay Catholic organization dedicated to standing in 
solidarity with those most disadvantaged in our communities, is heartbroken and despairing at 
the ongoing pain and suffering of those people who have been harmed through their involvement 
with Church and educational institutions. Our Society stands publicly in defence of, and offers 
assistance to, all people who are suffering through past harm, neglect, financial hardship, 
personal despair, homelessness and social isolation. The embrace of those people who are 
struggling to come to terms with institutional responses to their situations of abuse is paramount 
to the Society. 
 
As an organisation, the National Council of the St Vincent de Paul Society has pledged the 
highest possible standards of service from its thousands of members, volunteers and staff. Our 
thoughts and our prayers and our ongoing support and assistance are given to all who have 
suffered through the abuses and neglect of the past decades.” 
   
In collaboration with Lifeboat Geelong, the Geelong Regional Council of the St Vincent de Paul 
has created a special works conference, The Mary Mackillop Lifeboat Conference, to support and 
provide emergency relief services to survivors of historical, clerical and institutional child sexual 
abuse.  
 
An Australian first, there is the potential, not only to assist victims locally, but statewide and even 
nationally through our network of members. 
 
The right to privacy is integral to the St Vincent de Paul Society’s key values of commitment, 
compassion, respect, integrity, empathy and advocacy. Members adhere to a strict Code of 
Conduct, a point that is reinforced regularly.  
 
The St Vincent de Paul Society is an autonomous Catholic lay organisation with the International 
Head Office located in Paris and consequently is not controlled by the hierarchy of the Catholic 
Church. 
	


