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Cardinal Pell

Sensationally, in April 2020, all seven judges of the High Court of
Australia quashed Pell’s conviction.

The case of George Pell revealed deep fault
lines in Australian society. Some people were
convinced of his innocence, but many others
wanted him to be guilty.

The trial, retrial, and conviction in December
2018 of Cardinal Pell for historical child sexual
abuse of two choirboys at Melbourne’s St
Patrick’s Cathedral that allegedly occurred in
the mid-1990s, gained international attention.

Sensationally, in April 2020, all seven judges of
the High Court of Australia quashed Pell’s
conviction.

On April 7, 2020 at 10am, Chief Justice Susan
Kiefel quoted from the unanimous judgment:
“It is evident that there is a possibility that an
innocent person has been convicted because
the evidence did not establish guilt to the
requisite standard of proof.” That Tuesday
morning, as a high-profile convicted pedophile,
Cardinal Pell was in solitary confinement at
the maximum security Barwon Prison, near
Geelong. He had been incarcerated in various
prisons for 405 days.

As Gerard Henderson documents in this
scrupulously researched book, the High Court’s
decision had huge reverberations. Even though
the evidence against him was weak, most of
Pell’s opponents, in Australia and overseas,
retain their unambiguously entrenched
positions.

Henderson argues, convincingly, that the
Cardinal’s many antagonists continue to deny
him the presumption of innocence.

He also explains that Pell’s defenders, including
the constitutional lawyer, Professor Greg
Craven, accentuate the fact that much of the
Australian media “got it hopelessly wrong”. 
Most media, academic and political
commentary about Pell was highly critical and
hostile. Victoria’s ALP Socialist Left Premier
Daniel Andrews castigated Tony Abbott for his
December 2019 visit to his friend, the cardinal,
in the Melbourne Assessment Prison, as
“shameful, absolutely shameful”. After the High
Court’s unanimous acquittal, Andrews stated
that a complainant is always a “victim” who
must be believed.But sometimes people,
including complainants, have clear
recollections of events that never happened.

Cardinal Pell, by Gerard Henderson.

Appropriately, the most important chapter in
Cardinal Pell is “The Fallibility of Memory
and Collective Guilt”. About child sexual abuse,
Henderson quotes Richard Dawkins’ The God
Delusion (2016): “We should be aware of the
remarkable power of the mind to concoct false
memories … which seem, to the victim, every
bit as real as true memories. This is so
counterintuitive that juries are easily swayed
by sincere but false testimony from witnesses.”

The prosecution against Pell, who had recently
been appointed Catholic Archbishop of
Melbourne, rested entirely on the accuracy of
witness A’s memory. There was no other
evidence against Pell and, as Henderson writes,
“a lot of evidence which suggests that he did
not have the opportunity to commit crimes
against A or the late B inside St Patrick’s
Cathedral”.

This was after a Solemn Sunday Mass, at which
hundreds of people were present. Both boys
were then 13.

The High Court decision noted that “A made
his first complaint about the alleged assaults in
June 2015. The prosecution case was wholly
dependent upon the acceptance of the
truthfulness and the reliability of A’s evidence.
By the time A made his complaint, B had died
in accidental circumstances. In 2001, B had
been asked by his mother whether he had ever
been ‘interfered with or touched up’ while in
the Cathedral choir. He said that he had not.” 

Henderson makes a cogent case that Pell bore
collective guilt for the sexual crimes and
abuses of others. In The Age on February 28,
2019, Bernadette Nunn wrote that “Pell’s
conviction is vindication for victims
everywhere”.

When the cardinal’s conviction was quashed,
The Canberra Times carried an article by
Megan Neil on April 8, 2020 headed: “High
Court’s decision to release Pell ‘devastates’
survivors.”

When he was at St Patrick’s College Ballarat,
Pell was an excellent student who became
school captain and a star footballer. He had to
make what he has said was a difficult choice
between studying for the priesthood or playing
for Richmond.

Instead of trying out with the Tigers, in 1960
he entered Corpus Christi College, Werribee.
He was one of 115 students. In those halcyon
days, Pell couldn't have envisaged the
tumultuous events that would later envelop
him.

In Cardinal Pell, The Media Pile-On &
Collective Guilt, Henderson crucially
demonstrates how the case against Pell
presented by the Victorian Director of Public
Prosecutions fell apart during the High Court
hearing, due to an utter inability to explain
how the alleged offences could have occurred.
The final report of the Royal Commission into
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
was only released in May 2020, a month after
the High Court’s 7-zip decision to quash Pell’s
conviction. In this substantial and salient book,
Henderson demonstrates that the findings with
respect to Pell were not supported by evidence.
This matters for justice.

Ross Fitzgerald is Emeritus Professor of History
& Politics at Griffith University. His most recent
novel is The Lowest Depths (Hybrid)co-
written with Ian McFadyen.
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Joseph

The Victorian Supreme Court majority judgement
is beyond comprehension

I read the judgements by the majority and the
dissenting judgement. 

It is beyond comprehension that the Supreme
Court majority formed the view that Cardinal Pell
was guilty.
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Jim

This ordeal highlights for me the quality of
character of Pell and Abbott on the one hand, and
on the other, the deplorable conduct of many
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Graham

Morrison is so desperate he may ask Pell to run for
the Liberal party in Warringah now that
Berejiklian has turned Morrison sown.
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David

Mr Albanese may get in first.
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M
 

The fact that a local court can convict a person
and sentence a person to gaol, yet for a high court
to award 7 - 0 and emphatically overturn this is a
very telling issue. 

Those who sought to destroy Pell, don't seem to be
concerned that the  justice failed this person.  If it
failed this person, how many others can look
forward to the same outcome?

Awards bestowed upon those with very clear
agendas that ignored the facts should be
reconsidered.  The fact that these awards still stand
says more about Pell's accusers and those happy to
turn a blind eye to the miscarriage of justice.

When the priority seems to be statues of people
long dead being torn down, yet not fixing issues in
the here and now it seems to sum up the mess our
society has become.

1 HOUR AGO (Edited)

Like % 3 Reply&Report'

AnnWA

Well said.
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Tone Def

I was not convinced of his innocence or guilt.
Rather I hoped that the case would be decided on
the evidence.
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Michael

So, was it not???
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Peter

It was decided on the evidence

39 MINUTES AGO

Like % 12 Reply&Report'

Checkmate

The truth, and nothing but the truth, stands out as
a major counterweight to the currently held view
by many on the left, that one is guilty until proven
innocent.  I cry for my country.
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Philip

What I would like to know is how two levels of the
Victorian judiciary got this so wrong. According to
the High Court, they made errors in law, not just a
close call and opinions. What is the government of
Victoria doing to review and correct a system that
delivered such wrong verdicts, twice? To simply
ignore this is to cause people to lose confidence in
one of the basic pillars of democracy.
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Jono

Labor has no interests in justice, only pandering
to the ignorant and arrogant woke.
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agostino

Great article, thanks.
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Brenda

An excellent review. It was very fortunate/ one
might say Godly intervention for Cardinal Pell,
that first, the Catholic Church  is meticulous in its
established rituals. Second there were many good
people willing to give testimony contrary to the
memory of Witness A. Third he had an excellent
legal team who argued facts over fallible memory
and emotion. Fourth a Judge with significant
expertise in Criminal Law gave a compelling
dissenting view on the guilty verdict of his peers at
the Appeal Trial. Finally  the High Court of
Australia recognised blatant error and
unanimously set aside an injust conviction. It is a
mark of the man that Cardinal Pell spent his time
in incarcaration in contemplation and has chosen
to forgive. In truth many got away with
gross malfeasance, aided and abetted by biased
media. Neither the Victims of Crime, nor the
Australian public are served by such behaviour.
Henderson 's book could be a timely riposte to
those who thought they could shanghai Justice. I
look forward to a great read.
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Hilary

Excellently put.
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Forne

I am no fan of Andrew Bolt on Sky News but he
was relentless in pursing justice in the Pell case.

2 HOURS AGO
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Fortescue to cast a wide net for its next
chief
Fortescue Metals Group will look for a fresh leadership team
from outside the mining industry as chairman Andrew Forrest
looks to lock in his hydrogen dream.
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Eyes of the world on Root
Shortly after tea at the Gabba on Friday, Joe Root played back
to Nathan Lyon, in that way he has of going very deep in the
crease, and playing very late, right under his eyes
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SHANDEE'S STORY

Jury’s one-sided view of accused killer
Only a small selection of messages exchanged between
Shandee Blackburn and her accused killer were read to a jury,
and they painted her in the worst light.
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Building firm on brink as watchdog
pulls licence
Another Queensland building company is on the brink of
collapse with the construction watchdog moving to suspend its
licence after complaints it was not paying subbies.
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WILLING, NOT ENABLED

Costs block migrant truckies from
work
Red tape stops foreign workers charged up to $10,000 for
training available to unemployed Australians for $400.
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Booktopia faces court action over
consumer allegations
The ACCC is taking Australia’s largest online book retailer to
court over allegedly false or misleading claims about its refund
policy.
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